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Commission on Strategic Development
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Questionnaire on Hong Kong’s positioning in our country’s economic,

social and political development
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How can Hong Kong maintain its advantages as the international
financial, trade and shipping center of our country under the Eleventh
Five-Year Plan, and strengthen its functions as an intermediary for the
Mainland? Given the rapid opening up and development of our country,
is it necessary for Hong Kong to reposition itself in the long run?

Reply ! Hong Kong was a successful trading post under British rule, taking full

advantage of the Mainland’s close-door policy. Those days are gone
forever. We MUST re-position our city as a true metropolis, adding
high technology and cultural innovations to our strengths, in order to
survive and prosper and contribute to China’s rapid development.
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Issue 2

Reply 2
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In the course of further economic integration with the Mainland, how
can Hong Kong's institutional setup be flexible and independent enough
to seize the arising opportunities, while maintaining its existing
advantages?

Work out policies and plans that support cross-border cooperation,
especially in the fields of education, science & technology, culture,
health care, and social welfare.
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Issue 3
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What measures should be taken by the Government and the professional
services sector in Hong Kong to facilitate the Mainland’s integration
into the global economy, thereby enabling Hong Kong to become a
professional services hub for China to go global? Should we prioritize
the various development options (such as becoming an international
financial center, a professional services hub, a home to international
headquarters, a wealth management center, an education hub, etc.)?

Ams A7 L0OST AT TR QY P.

n2

Goo2



20/02 06 MON 10:02 FAX +852 2827 7301 SHUI ON INVESTMENT
To:  Mr Patrick Chan From: Prof. Woo Chia-Wei GB.S
Acting Secretary of CSD Shui On Holding Ltd
Date: 20-Feb-2006 Pape 3 of 7

Reply 3 We should NOT position ourselves as only a “professional services hub”.

In order to help facilitate the Mainland’s integration into the global
economy, we should work closely with Shenzhen and Guangzhou in
high-tech research and development, creative enterprises and cultural
industries, knowledge-based manufacturing, etc. This is particularly
important for the macroscopic development of South China’s economy.
Becoming an “education hub” is no doubt a worthwhile goal, but we
must successfully complete our educational reform, and significantly
increase our investment in higher education.
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WL RIUEREAIERE, SRR, EBEHBETRERAL
B E WSS, UREZRREN A BELRNEREF O
AP hi?

BH: HBANZRAEECERMLT OB TE. RETXHE
BEEER, RESAHGEFTRBEGY. 5RAEEHNEEFAEH:
2 e EE T — EA S SRR A ek . (R THERT Bl
o B ARFI S LR, AR V.

What measures should Hong Kong take in consultation with the
neighbouring cities to facilitate the interflow of human resources
between Hong Kong and Mainland at various levels, with a view to
consolidating Hong Kong’s position as a business network center and a
business platform of the world?

Repeat: Hong Kong should not think of itself as a business center or
foreign trade platform. Locking ourselves up in such a cage would
sooner or later cause fatal harm to our economy. It is not difficult to
cooperate with neighboring cities; they have been seeking such
partnership from us for many years. Such cooperation must not lack
clear goals and concrete plans, and should not long stay at the talking
stage.
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Issue 5

Reply 5
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At the regional level, having regard to the repositioning of Shenzhen
and the industrial upgrading and transformation of Guangdong and the
neighbouring provinces, what should Hong Kong do to expand business,
explore new modes of collaboration and maintain its leading position in
the region under a new thinking?

Please see the comunents above. In early days, Hong Kong businesses
successfully created a strong manufacturing base in Shenzhen — as well
as other cities in Guangdong, and, in the process, added much to their
own wealth. However, in terms of raising product quality, increasing
product variety, introducing high and new technologies, and training
innovative talents, contributions by Hong Kong businesses cannot be
seen as significant. This fact deserves both attention and action.
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Issue6 How should Hong Kong assist the Mainland to participate in

Reply 6

international economic and technological cooperation and competition
on a broader scale, in more spheres, and on a higher level, through
which Hong Kong can also upgrade its own competitiveness and
technology?

The question as asked provided its own answer. Please also see earlier
replies.
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Issue 7

Reply 7
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What measures should Hong Kong take to enhance Hong Kong people’s
understanding of the motherland and promote a sense of national
identity?

A people’s sense of national identity is built on their cultural foundation,
which includes studies in language, history, philosophy, literature and
the arts. One must, of course, rely on education. However, regular
education in schools can achieve only part of the goal.  Daily influence
by family and society may well play a bigger role. This day and age,
the main vehicle for social education is the media. It is difficult to
expect a media which is overly commercialized to focus on the
promotion of culture. So the major responsibility of disseminating
culture must fall on the shoulders of government-subsidized media.
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Issue &

Reply 8
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In future, when hosting intemational/world conferences and activities,
how can we do better, especially in upholding the image of our country
when engaging the developing countries and our neighbournng
countries?

Hong Kong does quite well in this respect. Perbaps one should ask:
What is the objective for each such activity? Therefore, which kind of
activities should Hong Kong go after? What kind of follow-up should
be done to pursue that specific objective after completing the activity?
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Reply 9
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How can Hong Kong more actively share its experience in
problem-solving and effective public policies with the Mainland and
neighbouring countries?

Has Hong Kong been particularly distinguished in solving problems or
determining policies? If our neighbors think highty of our experience
and wish to learn from us, it’s best to leave the initiatives to them.
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Reply 10
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How to incorporate studies on Chinese history, culture, classics and
literature into our basic education (for primary and secondary schools)?

The main issue is whether there is WILL. Does society have that will?
Could our government officials claim sufficient cultural understanding
and national identity? Do they have that will?
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Reply 11
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Can Hong Kong become the platform for exploring the future of
Chinese culture among the Chinese communities in the Mainland,
Taiwan, Hong Kong and other places around the world?

Definitely yes. However, we must first have the will to do so, and at
the same time make strong efforts to prepare ourselves for this noble but
arduous task.
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