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8 Core Age-friendly Elements in a City
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Age-friendly Housing Policies
8 Core Age-friendly Elements in a City™ tH #4404 B L= U5
* Housing
 Qutdoor Spaces & Buildings
* Transportation
e Social Participation
e Respect & Social Inclusion
e Civic Participation & Employment
* Communication & Information

e Community Support & Health Services
*Source: Global Age-friendly Cities: A Guide, World Health Organisation
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Prime Principle

Ageing in place (JRfEZ€ )

Comprehensive age-friendly housing strategies should integrate healthcare and
supportive services with housing policies, options and programmes.
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Summary of Recommendations®** (Categorisation)
Co-ordination of Government Services (5 ([HF 5 54058 ~ &5 - 7559/ T0F)

. Affordability of Housing (=& 1] & 1E4E /7)

. Availability of Housing ({1 &1L JiE)

. Ageing in Place and Institutionalisation (/&5 4% Vs [i={175)

. Adaptability & Maintenance of Housing ({3 =Y, 5 F14)

Shared responsibilities in actualizing age friendliness in Hong Kong (% =] =)

O U A WN P

= Role of family

= Role of Government and public service providers
= Role of community

= Role of NGOs

= Role of private sector

= Role of individuals

** Please refer to Pages 8 to 24 of Study Report



Co-ordination of Government Services

1.

2.

The Government must seriously consider a cultural change and play a forward looking role
instead of tackling problems on a short term and ad hoc basis.

Designate a policy bureau to administer land suppl?;, as well as housing development issues
in both public and private sectors, vis-a-vis established population policy.

The bureau will coordinate with relevant departments to review, update and consolidate
the procedures/requirements and expedite resolutions of disputes, so as to speed up the
land use planning and approval process for housing development.

Key responsibilities of the Co-ordinating Body:

a. Various Government departments should participate in drafting the future housing

policy, in order to incorporate an overview of population policy, long-term land use
planning as well as housing issues.

b. Coordination of planning and execution of elderly housing and services.
c. Allocating residential land zones use specifically for elderly housing.

d. Rﬁjseall_rches and assessment of housing supply and demand for different cohorts of
elderlies.



Affordability of Housing (1)

1. concern for the more vulnerable elderlies:

Homeless:
* Extended stay in the shelters.
* Expedite PRH or RCHE arrangements on compassionate grounds for these elders with chronic illness.
* Health and current living conditions should be the determinant factors for PRH & RCHE eligibilities.
* More in-depth research work on elderly homelessness in Hong Kong is indispensable.
Disabled:
* Allow the disabled old any young family member to stay under one roof of a care home.
* Plan for integration of services for elderly and disabled in designing future care homes.
Lower middle class elders:

* Modify eligibility criteria for applying PRH and HOS by introducing a sliding scale assessment system for senior citizens’ income, age
and assets to determine their eligibility.

* Enable younger elders who are still working, to achieve first time home purchase. Subsidises may be in the form of tax relief, mortgage
loans at below market rate or mortgage securitization. The Government may also consider waiving the stamp duty payment for this
group of first time home purchasers with a live-in requirement.

* For the elders above 65, rent subsidies or lease for life is proposed, in the form of allowances. It could also be a fixed amount
deductible from total tax liabilities or a proportion of actual rents paid out in relation to total declared household income.

e |tis suggested that certain percentage of the new projects of HOS flats should be reserved for the elderly group to bid.



Affordability of Housing (2)

2. Promote lease for life housing products with support services tailored for the old
age.
* Incentives in terms of premium deductibles and gross floor area bonuses should
be given to developers who come up with innovative initiatives for elderly housing.

 The Government may also negotiate for a certain percentage of the flats at an
affordable price for the lower middle income elders.



Affordability of Housing (3)

Alleviate the construction manpower shortage problems by setting aside more
sites for prefabrication production lines so as to expedite the work process.

Importation of construction skilled labour is essential at this critical time and the
Government should consider relaxing the rules to facilitate such importation on a
project basis, so as to reduce the local workers’ concern.

R&D projects to bring in new technology to substitute some labour work in the
construction industry by innovative machinery will expedite the construction
process and in the long run substantially reduce the construction cost.
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Wish
ALL Our Seniors and Soon-to-be Seniors

could Age Gracefully !
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THANK YOU & GOOD BYE

For inquiries:

gordoncho@gmail.com



